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duchy of Aquitaine in the south-west was practically inde-
pendent, as also the petty states of Gascony, Toulouse, and
Barcelona. In the north, Brittany, Flanders, and Normandy
(which was created a duchy under Rollo in 911) were in almost
the same state of independence. And most important of all
was the family of Robert and Odo, counts of Paris and over-
lords of Anjou, Maine, and Blois; they were practically
masters of the kings, who retained their hold upon the throne
because they were descended from Charlemagne, but otherwise
were left almost without resources.
In Germany, even after the Carolingian line came to an Greater
end with the death of Arnulf's son, Lewis the Child, in 911,
the disintegration was nothing like so complete. The
opposite might have been expected, for in France there was
an old tradition of unity, first under the Romans, and then
under the Franks. In Germany the only unity had been
that imposed by Frankish conquest, which naturally broke
down when there was no one to maintain the succession from
Charlemagne. But Germany was occupied, in the main, by The tribal
four great tribes—Franks, Saxons, Alemanni (or Suabians), duchies
and Bavarians—and this fact for a long time dominated its
history. It broke up into four parts, but the disintegration
went no farther. Tribal feeling was strong and kept the
tribe united. Tribal laws, or rather customs, had persisted
under Charlemagne, who had even encouraged their survival
by causing them to be written down. In the break-up of the
Empire and the danger arising from the barbarian invasions,
the tribe rallied round the family which took the lead in
repelling the invaders. So in Saxony the house of Liudolf, in
Bavaria the house of Liutpold, attained to the headship of
the tribe, and the head of the family took to himself the title
of duke.1 This was a return to the old tribal dukedoms
abolished by Charlemagne, under whom the functions of a
duke were solely military. These new dukes are once again
heads of the tribe, and the territory of the tribe becomes a
duchy. The same thing happened, without the same justifica-
tion, somewhat later in the other tribes. Burchard (in the
tenth century) was the first to hold ducal authority in Suabia,
and the Conradin family achieved the headship in Franconia,
1 In 907, when Liutpold of Bavaria was killed in battle against the Mag-
yars, his son Arnulf succeeded him and styled himself " Dei providentia dux/*

